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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my great honor to welcome you to the 56th “Man of the Year” 
gala honoring Mr. Pawel Gruchacz. The Pulaski  Association of 
Business and Professional Men was founded in 1959 and it is now 
the oldest and the most prestigious Polish business organization in 
the United States. Since the beginning the organizations goals were 
to promote good and welfare of all Polish-Americans, provide 
mutual benefit to members and suport community affairs. As the 
organization grew, businessmen became friends and with time 
friends became a family.  The virtues we all cherish involve respect, 
acting in a ethical way in all ways of life, duty to help others and the 
community, dedication to our families and friends, discipline and 
due diligence in our business affairs. We can always count on each 
other in the time of need. These same virtues reflect profoundly in 
this years  Man of the Year Mr. Pawel Gruchacz and we are proud to induct him to a distinguished lodge of 
honorees who received this recognition in the past. 

Pawel is a true leader and he fights for his brothers and sisters at the local union as if they were his family.  
He treats people with respect and the highest ethical standards and he always listens. His co-workers know 
that they can come to him with any problem and that Pawel will be there to help them solve their issues no 
matter how small or big they are. He understands the struggle men go through in their daily lives as his path 
to success was paved with hardship and obstacles. From being an immigrant with $5 in his pocket, working 
17 hour a day to survive and make his ends meet, to being a dedicated  asbestos worker and a leader who 
had to go through horrors of 9-11.  Pawel has endured every step of the ladder on his journey to becoming a 
Local 78 leader. That is one of the reasons he understands his union brothers and sisters and knows how to 
serve them well and that is also why he is well respected within the community.  Being so dedicated to the 
cause carries a responsibility not only to the people he serves but also to his family. A regular job usually goes 
on from 9 to 5 pm, an activist starts working after 5 pm and their jobs extend to weekends, sometimes they 
go for weeks without seeing a day off from work.  This can take a toll on family life but Pawel somehow was 
able to balance those two great responsibilities and with the help of his wonderful wife Bozena he managed 
to have two beautiful kids and is now a proud grandfather and an dedicated family man.  
He is also a proud Polish-American. He grew up in the dark years of communist Poland and he knows first 
hand the struggle that the Polish nation had to go through. As a young man living in those times his spirit 
never wavered in the face of evil. With the little capabilities that he had at the time, he fought against the total-
itarian regime by discovering and revealing secret police agents in his seminary and doing any thing he could 
to make Poland free again. His service to the Polish community never stoped as he continues to be active in  
St.Stanislaus Kostka church in Staten Island, Pulaski Parade and he supports many other organizations and 
initiatives. 
We are proud to welcome Mr. Pawel Gruchacz  to our Pulaski Association of Business and Professional Men 
family not only as our Man of the Year but also as a member. We believe that this great man still has many 
extraordinary things to accomplish in his life and we will support him at every step of the way.  
I want to thank all of our patrons for supporting us through the years and thank you for including your  con-
gratulations page in our Man of The Year journal. A Page in our journal is a page in a history of Pulaski Association 
of Business and Professional Men. 
I also want to thank our banquet committee who worked extremely hard to make this evening a grand 
success. Mr. Krzysztof Kwapisiewicz the Chairman of the Committee , Mr. Bogdan Bachorowski, Mr. 
Romuald Magda, Mr. Ryszard Mazur, Mr. Artur Dybanowski, Mr. Darek Knapik, Mr. Krzysztof Baran, Mr.Piotr 
and Paweł Pachacz Mr. Oskar Orent and Mr. Bogdan Malinowski. 
Thank You Gentlemen. I wish everyone a wonderful and memorable evening , thank you for being with us 
tonight.

Gregory Fryc
President of Pulaski Association of Business and Professional Men, Inc. 
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Congratulations
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REMIGIUSZ POWAZKA
Maxrem Realty Management 

Apartment Rentals for students of 

Columbia University and City College 

646-423-5558
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